Hench ct al. (J 949) first described the effect of cortisone in three cases of rheumatic fever, including one with pericarditis. The temperature fell and the joints became less swollen. The patients lost their toxic look and the blood sedimentation rate returned to normal. Hench and his colleagues thought that the carditis improved as rapidly as the other manifestations. Confirmation of these claims has proved difficult owing to the rarity of death in a first attack and the difficulty of assessing degrees of cardiac involvement. Thus it is not surprising that subsequent authors exhibit considerable differences of opinion about the efficacy of both cortisone and ACTH upon the carditis although they are agreed that the fever, arthritis and toxicity respond.
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Good results were obtained in carditis by Barnes (1950) , Massell et al. (1950) We feel that no conclusions as to the efficacy of these drugs can be drawn from one case but that since deaths are rare they should all be recorded as thereby defects in treatment may be studied.
